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LEMON GROVE SANITATION DISTRICT 
AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

Item No. __4 ___ __ 
Mtg. Date __May 1, 2018__  
Dept. __Public Works __ 

Item Title: Review of the Fiscal Year 2018-2019 Proposed Sewer Service Charge  

Staff Contact: Mike James, Assistant City Manager / Public Works Director 

Recommendation: 

Provide direction to staff regarding the proposed Fiscal Year 2018-2019 sewer service charge.   

Item Summary: 

On May 2, 2017, the Sanitation District Board (Board) approved a 5.75 percent rate increase for 
five consecutive years from Fiscal Year (FY) 2017-18 to FY 2021-22.  At the time of approval, the 
Board expressed an interest in reducing the recommended rate increase if at all possible in the 
future.  Staff is now returning to present findings from its most recent analysis to review the sewer 
service charge for FY 2018-19.   

Fiscal Impact: 

None. 

Environmental Review: 

 Not subject to review  Negative Declaration 

 Categorical Exemption, Section        Mitigated Negative Declaration 

Public Information: 

 None  Newsletter article  Notice to property owners within 300 ft. 

 Notice published in local newspaper  Neighborhood meeting 

Attachments:

A. Staff Report 

B. Dexter Wilson Engineering, Inc. 
Memorandum dated April 19, 2018 





Attachment A 
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LEMON GROVE SANITATION DISTRICT 
STAFF REPORT

Item No.    4 ____  

Mtg. Date    May 1, 2018  

Item Title: Review of the Fiscal Year 2018-2019 Proposed Sewer Service Charge 

Staff Contact: Mike James, Assistant City Manager / Public Works Director 

Discussion: 

On May 2, 2017, the Sanitation District Board (Board) approved a 5.75 percent rate increase for 
five consecutive years from Fiscal Year (FY) 2017-18 to FY 2021-22.  At the time of approval, the 
Board expressed an interest in reducing the recommended rate increase if at all possible in the 
future.  Staff is now returning to present findings from its most recent analysis to review the sewer 
service charge for FY 2018-19.   

Staff, working with a Dexter Wilson Engineering, Inc. (DWE), reviewed the District’s current 
expenditures in relation to its budget, the anticipated charges from the City of San Diego for the 
transportation and treatment of sewage from the District, and any future pure water costs that 
have changed since the initial five year study.  After reviewing of the District’s revenues and 
expenditures, DWE determined in a memorandum (Attachment B) that the previously approved 
rate increase in FY 2018-19 may be reduced without significantly jeopardizing the fiscal health of 
the District through FY 2021-22.   

Staff presents the Board with an option for consideration and discussion: 

1. Decrease the recommended rate increase of 5.75 percent for FY 2018-19 to 2.875 
percent; and  

2. Maintain the 5.75 percent rate increase at 5.75 percent for FY 2019-20 to FY 2021-22.   

Should the District Board approve staff’s recommendation, staff will return to the District Board on 
May 15, 2018 with a recommendation to introduce and conduct a first reading of an ordinance 
reflecting the recommended rate changes.   

Conclusion: 

Staff recommends that the Sanitation District Board provide direction to staff regarding the 
proposed Fiscal Year 2018-2019 sewer services charge.   
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